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A Letter from the President & CEO

Dear PROTOTYPES’ Family,


Happy New Year! Well, technically, it’s Happy New Fiscal Year, but that just 


doesn’t have the same ring to it. At PROTOTYPES, we find that bringing 


in our new fiscal year is very much like celebrating a new calendar year. 


As we look back on the year that just ended, we have many achievements 


and successes to celebrate. At the same time, we are focused on setting 


ambitious goals for the year ahead in our efforts to continue providing the 


highest quality services for our clients.   





For just a moment, I would like to reminisce on the memorable year behind 


us. In spite of the difficult economic environment, we started services 


in Orange County, and the women and children in that program continue 


to thrive; we completed the expansion of our residential treatment program 


for victims of domestic violence to go with their children; we were awarded 


contracts to continue the important work we are doing in our substance 


abuse and mental health programs; we held community events aimed 


at preventing child abuse and neglect; we formed new partnerships and 


made new friends in Ventura County; we held our 1st Annual Mother’s Day 


Tea which was a lot of fun and raised money to support our services; and 


we saw the results of our programs in the successes of our clients. 





Just this last week, I witnessed one of the most moving events of my life. 


At a ceremony to honor the retirement of our Co-Founder, Maryann Fraser, 


LCSW, MBA, PROTOTYPES’ staff who are graduates of the Women’s Center 


in Pomona spoke about how PROTOTYPES changed their lives. Their 


children (many of whom are now adults) then came out to talk about how 


PROTOTYPES helped them break the cycle of addiction in their families 


and shared with us what they are now doing. Of the sixteen “children of 


PROTOTYPES” present for this special ceremony, fourteen were born 


at PROTOTYPES. They are all now active and successful students, talented 


employees, engaged in the arts and sports and much more. It was such 


an honor to be present for this special occasion and such an important 


reminder as to why we do this work each and everyday.


 


Speaking of Maryann, we also celebrated her bittersweet retirement. 


She is one of the most influential, inspiring people PROTOTYPES will ever 


know, and, after 42 years of work in the social services field, we wish 


Maryann the absolute best and thank her for her vision and dedication 


to PROTOTYPES. She has touched the lives of countless people, including 


mine, and her humility, calmness and grace will never be forgotten.   





As we start our new fiscal year, one thing remains the same: we remain 


dedicated to continuing the work started by our founders 24 years ago. 


Thank you for your donations, support and help in making this all 


possible. We cannot wait to celebrate another successful year with you.





Warmly,












Cassandra Loch, LCSW, MBA 


President & Chief Executive Officer
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PROTOTYPES’ 1st Annual Hope, Health and 

Independence Charity Golf Tournament

October 18, 2010 

MountainGate Country Club

Help support the important work of PROTOTYPES 

through a corporate sponsorship or by signing 

up to play golf.





Strengthening Recovery Luncheon 

July 28, 2010 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura

Contact Vel Linden or Donna Glenn to attend.





PROTOTYPES’ 2010 Back to School Drive

The Weeks of August 16th and 23rd 

Help more than 700 children at PROTOTYPES by 

donating school supplies, backpacks, new shoes, 

and jackets to kids of all ages! To learn more or 

to help, please email events@prototypes.org.





PROTOTYPES’ Graduation Ceremony

July 31, 2010

PROTOTYPES’ Women’s Center in Pomona






EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION

VEL LINDEN

SEND EMAIL

DONNA GLENN

Reserve seats now for 

this quarter’s events! 






Space Is Linited!

Los Angeles County Public 


Defender’s Office Donates Clothing 


The Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Office generously 


donated professional clothing, shoes and personal items for 


PROTOTYPES’ clients, as well as children’s clothing for the children 


at the PROTOTYPES’ Women’s Center in Pomona. We would like 


to extend a big thank you to their staff for taking the time to 


organize and donate each item to support our mission and help 


our clients get the right look to get the right job!





PROTOTYPES‘ Clients Appear in Hit Show


PROTOTYPES’ clients partnered with Pitzer College to put on the 


performance, “My Vagina Has A Voice: Original Pieces written and 


performed by the women of PROTOTYPES and Pitzer College” on 


April 28, 2010. The show was a celebration of female sexuality that 


sought to entertain and enlighten the audience, and we are 


extremely proud of our clients’ performances! 





Do Your “Spring / Summer” Cleaning and Support 


PROTOTYPES At the Same Time


If you, or anyone you know, would like to sell items on eBay to help 


support PROTOTYPES’ crucial services and programs, visit 


http://donations.ebay.com/charity/charity.jsp?NP_ID=22827 to list 


your items for sale. What a great way to clean out your closets 


and give back at the same time! Through MissionFish and eBay 


Giving Works, sellers can post items for sale and donate a percentage 


from the sale to PROTOTYPES. If you have questions, contact us 


at donate@prototypes.org.





PROTOTYPES to Partner with Local Businesses and 


Organizations to Collect Back to School Items for more 


than 700 children at PROTOTYPES


It’s summer time which means another school year is just around the corner, 


and the children of PROTOTYPES need schools supplies, backpacks, new shoes 


and jackets as they gear up to head back to school. Kolodny & Anteau, 


Squire, Sanders & Dempsey LLP and many others are supporting this 


important drive, and we would love for you to get involved as well! If you 


or your company are interested in providing a drop off location or making 


a donation, please contact us at (213) 542-3856 or events@prototypes.org.  





PROTOTYPES in the News


Check out these great stories about PROTOTYPES’ clients and staff and 


the positive impact they are having within our communities. The Ojai Post 


reports on a heartfelt day when PROTOTYPES’ staff and clients at the Oxnard 


Campus volunteered at the California Coastal Horse Rescue. The Positive 


Observer shares the success stories of PROTOTYPES’ clients and staff.


Ojai Post: Click here to read story 


The Positive Observer: Click here to read story  





2010 Fundraising Goal! 


We’re kicking off our fiscal year with an ambitious goal to raise $500,000 


to help us provide important programs and services to as many people 


as we can reach! Donations of any amount will help us reach this goal and 


multi-year pledges are especially appreciated as we strive to ensure the 


long-term stability of our programs. If you would like to donate, visit the 


PROTOTYPES’ website for more information at prototypes.org/donate. 


The staff and clients at PROTOTYPES thank you for your generosity.     

Mother’s Day Tea & Celebration 


a Special Day Dedicated to Women


The First Annual Mother’s Day Tea & Celebration took place on 


May 2nd at the Jonathan Beach Club in Santa Monica. More 


than 40 guests came together to pay tribute to the remarkable 


mothers, grandmothers, sisters, daughters, wives, friends 


and special women who have been an important part of each 


person’s life. 





Guests enjoyed a delicious tea service complete with pastries 


and appetizers set to music provided by a solo violinist from 


the Hawaiian Philharmonic. With sweeping views of the Pacific 


Ocean in the background, guests were greeted by PROTOTYPES’ 


alum and current staff member Barbarella Rodgers as she 


shared her inspiring story of recovery. Soon after, casual chatter 


filled the room, and guests spent the rest of the morning 


celebrating their loved ones. L’Image Photography captured 


portraits at the event. 





Proceeds from the event benefitted PROTOTYPES, and Trader Joe’s in Santa Monica generously donated centerpieces for the event. This was the 


first event of its kind for PROTOTYPES, and we are looking forward to hosting another one next year!   














A Fitting Tribute to Maryann Fraser Held at the 


PROTOTYPES’ Women’s Center in Pomona


Staff honored PROTOTYPES’ Co-Founder Maryann Fraser, LCSW, 


MBA, during a heartfelt and touching luncheon held on June 


29th. There was not a dry eye at the Women’s Center (PWC) 


when Ashley (age 21), the first child born at PROTOTYPES and 


daughter of PWC Program Director, April Wilson, RAS, stepped 


to the front of the room. Fifteen children joined Ashley, all 


of whom have mothers who are PROTOTYPES’ alumni and 


current employees at PROTOTYPES, to present Maryann with 


a special tribute. 





“Thank you for starting a place like this for our moms to come…


Thank you…not only for what you have done in our mom’s lives, 


but thank you for what you have done in ours,” Ashley said. “I 


think about how different my life would have been if my mom would not have had PROTOTYPES to come to…And at that time this was the only 


place that would give her treatment…How different my life would have been…Instead today we get to live awesome lives, and we are breaking the 


cycle of addiction in our own families. We are graduating high school, we are going to college, we are modeling, we are artists, we are writers, 


we are singers, we are dancers, we are baseball players, we are on drill team and cheerleading squads, we can play the guitar and we are your 


staff.  None of these things would be possible in our lives if we had not built our foundation at PROTOTYPES.” 


 


Needless to say, the day was an incredible reminder of what Dr. Brown and Maryann started 24 years ago and what continues today by the 


dedicated team of employees. PROTOTYPES is truly rebuilding the lives of the women, children and communities it serves! 














Strengthening Recovery Luncheon 


Brings Community Together


A strong recovery requires a strong network of people to support 


it, and that is the belief and purpose behind the PROTOTYPES’ 


Women’s Center of Ventura County Strengthening Recovery 


Luncheon – to bring the community together to support 


PROTOTYPES’ services, programs and clients. 





The incredible event took place on April 26th at the Unitarian 


Universalist Church of Ventura who graciously donated the 


space and equipment for the luncheon. More than 140 people 


attended and were treated to an inspiring afternoon full of 


stories, music and encouraging words. Jaime Wyatt, Joanna 


Siciliano and PROTOTYPES’ alum and current staff member 


Barbarella Rodgers performed two songs “Nobody’s Home” 


and “The Climb”. Volunteers, alumni, clients, community 


members and PROTOTYPES’ staff took to the stage to share 


touching stories about their involvement with PROTOTYPES.  





The luncheon was a huge success and many new community members were introduced to PROTOTYPES and the essential programs it provides. 


The next Strengthening Recovery Luncheon is planned for July 28, 2010, at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura. The event is open to the 


public, and anyone interested in attending can contact Vel Linden at vlinden@prototypes.org or Donna Glenn at dglenn@prototypes.org. 
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Staff Highlight:Co-Founder Maryann Fraser, LCSW, MBA


From the very beginning, PROTOTYPES’ Co-Founder Maryann Fraser, LCSW, MBA, was guided by 


a deeply ingrained need to help people. As she embarks on her well-deserving retirement, she 


takes a look back on her 42-year career in the social work field and softly and humbly sums up 


a lifetime of helping people as “extremely rewarding.”





“Our clients’ stories are very inspiring – they themselves are very inspiring – because they take 


enormous challenges and somehow learn how to overcome them and go on to do amazing things… 


it’s just so inspiring to see that happen… the work really makes a difference, and I think that’s 


what keeps all of us involved,” Maryann explained. 





Born and raised in Southern California, Maryann stayed close to home and began her career as 


a Clinical Social Worker in Los Angeles. Staying true to her mission to help others, she worked 


for local social service agencies over the years including the Betty Clooney Foundation for Persons 


with Brain Injuries and the Didi Hirsch Community Mental Health Center. Maryann also taught 


graduate level classes at the UCLA Graduate School of Social Welfare on organizational theory, 


public policy and the delivery of mental health services.  





While working for a community mental health center, she realized that many of her clients with multiple, co-occurring disorders had needs that were 


not being met, and they had no program or support system to turn to. After a particularly distressing case in which a young mother suffering from 


a substance abuse disorder became suicidal and could not receive treatment for addiction due to mental health issues, Maryann and Co-Founder 


Vivian Brown, PhD, started PROTOTYPES to provide comprehensive services to women and children with co-occurring and multiple disorders.  





Today, PROTOTYPES helps more than 15,000 people each year. Beyond that, it is nearly impossible to comprehend the number of people who have 


been positively affected by Maryann throughout her career. Those who are closest to her describe her as thoughtful, humble, innovative and fearless. 


For those who have only known Maryann briefly, her soft-spoken nature and quiet commitment to serving a cause greater than herself often stays 


with people long after they meet.  





“Maryann’s support, thoughtfulness and kindness will never be forgotten,” President and CEO Cassandra Loch said. “She has left a stamp on 


PROTOTYPES that will continue for years to come.”





Maryann is looking forward to retirement and plans to devote some time to hobbies she shares with her husband of 21 years including organic 


gardening, walking, cooking and traveling. Over the years, she studied Italian and French off and on, and she is excited to spend time perfecting the 


two languages. 





Even though Maryann has so many hobbies and activities to pursue in retirement, she acknowledges that there are many things she will miss about 


PROTOTYPES. Namely, she’ll miss the “wonderful staff and clients.”





“It has been a pleasure and a privilege all these years to work with our dedicated, skilled and gracious staff. It has been rewarding and inspiring 


to see the progress and achievements of our clients despite the challenging and complicated life circumstances they face.” 
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Staff Highlight: Barbarella Rodgers, 

Parenting Center Educator, 

PROTOTYPES’ Women’s Center, Oxnard




Barbarella Rodgers is no stranger when it comes to experiencing life’s hardships.  


Coming from a difficult upbringing herself in which she had to battle substance abuse 


and parental neglect, Barbarella has made a life-long commitment to recovery and 


is both proud and very grateful that PROTOTYPES has given her the opportunity and 


means to turn her life around. 





Currently working as a Parenting Center Educator at PROTOTYPES’ Women’s Center 


in Oxnard, Barbarella wants to “pay it forward” and help those in need so that they 


can experience the support and guidance that she felt when she first came to 


PROTOTYPES as a client in 2006. At that time, Barbarella was struggling to stay 


sober and to exercise good parenting skills with her children. Unable to stay clean 


on her own, Barbarella was visited by a representative from Child Protective Services 


who recommended that she seek help at PROTOTYPES or risk losing her children. 


It was then that Barbarella realized she couldn’t make her journey alone, and she 


broke down and pleaded, “Yes! I have a problem, please help me!”





On her first day of treatment, Barbarella called PROTOTYPES “a healing program 


for the soul.” Now, she wants others to know of and learn from her struggles and 


subsequent recovery at PROTOTYPES, and being a staff member and mentor 


to others seeking help at PROTOTYPES allows her to give back. She knows that 


whatever issues clients may have, she has experienced similar adversity, and 


because of this she is able to guide them with love and compassion, recommending 


classes and even words of wisdom that can help them make healthier and more 


informed decisions for themselves.





As a former client at PROTOTYPES, Barbarella learned these same life-changing tools in various program components herself, such as the “Self 


Coping” class and “Celebrate Recovery” sessions, where she learned how to find comfort within herself and how to deal with whatever problems 


life handed her. While in treatment, Barbarella’s therapist helped her to see herself as a “Victim. Survivor. Thriver. Healer.”  This is a mantra that 


she keeps with her each day.





Barbarella Rodgers is a shining example of how determination, belief in oneself and a strong system of support can lead to a life of self-sufficiency 


and fulfillment. And, she praises PROTOTYPES for leading her along the path of recovery. Her experiences at PROTOTYPES and beyond have shown 


her how to fully appreciate her self-worth and live with a happiness that she thought she may never find. Barbarella lives each day walking in the 


joy of sharing her experiences and knowledge, allowing her to be a valuable mentor to her clients and a nurturing and loving mother to her 


wonderful children. She continues to inspire through music as well. Along with others, she often performs songs that remind her of when she was 


at her lowest point and others that illustrate how far she has come. We are proud and honored to have Barbarella as a part of the PROTOTYPES’ 


team.
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